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An actionplan 
for the use of open standards and open source 

software in the (semi-) public sector 
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Why?

It is just about time .....
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Our goals:

● Interoperabilit

● vendor indepedent

● competition and innovation



The Netherlands open and 
connected

Preconditions:

● continuity and reliability of our electronic  
government

● no extra red tape

note:
 policy implications for OS and OSS vary



The Netherlands open and 
connected

Some key actions: 

● comply-or-explain and commit (OS)

● implementation strategy (OSS)

● ODF
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Further action on OS 
to apply is the norm

●  A basic list of OS
●  A directive from the PM
●  An interoperability framework
●  Organisation of support,competence and  
community
●  Observance/ high trust
●  ODF
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Policy on open document formats:

● ODF but not exclusive
●  reading and saving
●  no quantitative targets 
●  support and community (open doc society)
●  due date april 1 2008
    [13 ministries]
●  Other public organisations follow ultimo 2008
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Further action on OSS
OSS is prefered if usage is equally suitable

●  implementation strategies ministries 
●  as well as for local goverments and the semi   

public sector
● supporting front runners 
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